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Abstract: This paper deals with the action of the Buddha and missionary action of the Buddha. In this
paper, a new approach to resolving the problem of Buddhist Mission is suggested by studying Buddha’s
act based on Pali Canons. This paper is divided into the three main parts namely; the mission by buddha’s
action, studying the Buddhist Mission by the insight to action and modern use of the Buddhist Mission
by action. Furthermore, this paper deals with Buddha’s action in his past lives. The Buddha acted to get
good merits and truths by six or ten perfections in his previous life. It is known that the Buddha acted
good in his life in relation with using of clothes, food and resting place. He is contented with his life and
was not very greedy for material things. The Buddha helped people for example Angulimala, Kisagotam1
etc. to be a buddhist mendicant by Buddha’s action, specially by action of serving, consideration or
loving-kindness, selection, endurance, the using of material things, Meditation and psychic power etc.
The mission by Buddha’s action came from the protection of living being, loving-kindness, leading,
sympathy, contentment, communication etc. In order to propagate Buddhism the researchers
contemplate, observe actions and check on time, place, people, program etc. The missionary methods
used by Buddha were also used in the study. The Buddhist Mission by action according to Buddhist
canons, Stories and using all material things it is possible, should be studied and practiced thoroughly.
Without a doubt, the Buddhist Mission by action could be fit to realize the development of the buddhist
missionary methods and Korean Buddhism. This study lays the foundation for future work on the
relationship between various methods of Buddhist Mission and Buddha’s action.

Keywords: Buddhist Mission, Mission by Action, Studying Buddhist Mission, Using of Buddhist
Mission
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[ 1] 2ohe] A 57
[Table 1] Buddha’s Missionary Characteristics
Characteristic missiona Sutta’s base
.. Yy Contents (Suttanumber, page)
activity [9-13]

Protecting the life by the Buddha, Regulations for life
protection, namely not letting him kill himself in
praise, sitting carefully to protect children, doing not
commit suicide, doing not eat raw, saving and releasing
living beings, doing not kill small creatures, doing not
give plants, doing not kill people, living beings etc.

Life insurance activity

DN.L 4-12, VinIII, 79, 83, 68-86, Vin.,
136, 217-220. Vin.IV, 32-33, 34, 48-49,
115-116, 124, 125,

An act that benefits sentient Buddhist Mission for Angulimala, Kisagotami,

DN.I, 4-5, DNLIIL, 5, Theri-a., 169-176,

being/An act of Patacara, Subbaddha. 106-114. DN.IL, 126-128, 149-153.
mercy/Caring act.
Initiative act Participation in alms and offerings, living in practice MN.L, 108, DNLIL, 72-153.

place and practicing meditation

Fulfilling the promises of Ambapali, accepting the
request for Ananda on the premise of eight conditions.
Accepting parental permission for making go forth.

Empathetic behavior

DNL.IL, 95-98.
Vin, 82-83, 71-73.

An Act of little desire and a
lot of satisfaction

Minimum possession of alms-bowl, clothing, seat and
bed and medicines.

DNLIIL, 129-130, MN.L, 10.
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The Mission by visitation such as the requested
Bimbisara, measures to prevent damage to the family Vinll, 9-14, 21-22, 35-37, Vin.IIL, 179-
members, Consideration of the monks and nuns, and 184,1V,116-117.

allowing to become a nun.

Communication behavior

Culapanthaka(teaching through courtyard cleaning),

appropriate buddhist Malungkyanputta(teaching through the parable of Thera-a.Il, 236-242, 170-172, MN ],
mission poison arrows), Arittha(teaching through the parable of 426-437, MNLL, 130-142.
a snake).
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[3E 2] ¥ 722 8

[Table 2] Division and Contents of Observation

Division of Observation Contents of Observation
Time Moming or evening, weekdays or weekends, thing about seasons or weather, missionary time, time
of the preaching etc.
Place Characteristics of the region, i.e countryside, cities, inside or outside of the temple and the
distribution of religious people in a region etc.
Obiect Age, temperament, occupation, way of life, understanding of Buddhism, economic level, individual
) and group etc.
Program Whether or not to contain Buddhist contents, appropriate to reality, usefulness, delivery method and
gr level of listeners etc.
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